CHAPTER XVII.
THE LAST PALADINS

IT is remarkable that Gladstone's second Ministry
included a number of statesmen who had opposed,
as not being- Liberal enough, his education policy
of 1870 and 1873. Mr. Chamberlain, as I have
said, obtained a seat in the Cabinet; and if
Fawcett, Mundella, Sir Charles Dilke, and Mr.
G. O. Trevelyan occupied less prominent positions,
it was felt that they represented the future, and that
the leanings of the Government, as a whole, would
be largely determined by their opinions.

It soon appeared, however, that the religious
liberality of the Ministerial majority hardly equalled
the promise of the Front Bench. Among the
newly-elected Radical members, one of the most
remarkable was Charles Bradlaugh. We have
already come across him as a leader in the
Secularist movement. Being a powerful public
speaker and interested in other things besides
rationalistic criticism, he had contested Northamp-
ton in 1868, but was defeated by a large majority.
In 1880 he had better success, polling 675 more
than the higher of the two Conservative candidates,
the leading local brewer.

When Parliament met, on May 3rd, Bradlaugh
presented himself at the table of the House of
Commons and claimed leave to be admitted on his
affirmation, instead of taking the usual oath, under
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